HERE WE ARE PROJECT AT CAIRNDOW



Report on site visit 15th January 2010; Tom Addyman, Dot Chalmers, Tanja Romankiewicz

1.
Introduction

Tom Addyman and Tanja Romankiewicz of Addyman Archaeology undertook an analytical assessment of six buildings within Kilmorich parish at Cairndow, near Inveraray, Argyll.  The assessment will feed into the Our Homes – Their Stories project, part of the Heritage Lottery funded local history initiative being organised by the Here We Are centre at Cairndow (contacts, Christina Noble, Alice Beattie and Dot Chalmers).  The site visit was undertaken on Friday 15th January, 2010.

The purpose of the exercise was to undertake an outline analysis and photographic record of a selected group of properties of varying age, state of preservation and function.  The examination of each building involved a written description by Tom Addyman, based upon narration into a dictaphone on site.  This test was transcribed, added to and formatted into the present report.  A digital photographic record with general shots of each property and significant individual details was undertaken by Tanja Romankiewicz.  The images are sent as an accompanying attachment to this report.  The site visits were arranged by Dot Chalmers, who also accompanied on the day.  By this means many additional details of the community’s history, notes about the occupants of each property and details of the history of the buildings themselves (particularly later modifications) was also recorded.

Note : although the general alignment of the head of Loch Fyne is SW/NE, with the majority of building orientations within the parish naturally respecting this axis, for the practical purposes of the following descriptions this is given as an E/W axis of the loch (thus N and S sides of the loch, etc.).

5.
Bothy in Glen Fyne

i.
General

This is a one-and-a-half storied building aligned east/west with the principal frontage to the south.  It lies a little to the east of Glen Fyne Lodge, described above.  The Bothy is evidently an early building, rubble-built. Its proportions suggest a mid-late 19th century date.  The house has, however, been very substantially modernised and there are few features visible which are of the earlier period.  The house is gabled to the east and west on a low double pitched roof, this has now felt tiles.  A single chimney remains at the apex of the west gable, this is early and with a stone cope.  
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Plate 37 and 38 – South elevation (left) and north elevation (right) of The Bothy.

This is the home of Kenny Brown and Marie Middleton and their dog Sammy.
ii.
Exterior

The exterior of the building is harled except at the west gable where it is rendered and ruled out.  The principal frontage to the south had likely been tripartite although all openings were subsequently modernised.  The existing entrance is probably the site of the original as it is centrally sat.  The windows on either side are modern and there are patches of modern cement harl surrounding each of these showing where modifications have been made.  The present main entrance has a concrete step and a modern door within, glazed above.  

At first floor level the eaves are broken by three dormers, all of which are modern.  These are in the locations of pre-existing dormers and it is clear that the entire wall head has been raised by just less than half a meter and that pre-existing dormers were set lower down into the earlier wall head - there are patches of cement where these had been.  The roof pitch had evidently been steeper; the apex is probably at its original level.  At the eastern end of the main range, at ground floor level, there is what had likely been a broad opening, perhaps for a cart.  This is now in-filled with a wooden framing, containing a wooden door that is offset to the west.  This is of framed construction but boarded externally and its upper parts open with a fly-mesh above.  
Internally this area is lime washed onto pointed-up rubblework, with a partly plaster ceiling, partly open.  Three joists remain, these having multiple hanging hooks - it appears that this was a game larder.  A louvered opening on the west side of the entrance also contains mesh.  The framing to the south, containing an entrance, all appears to be relatively early with good estate detailing.  The framed entrance has chamfered angles internally and a substantial wooden box-lock.  The window to the north has a fixed frame, two by three with wire fly-mesh.  A small hatch leads to a space above in the ceiling where a substantial wrought iron hook hangs from within the hatch cover, most likely used to hang game.  
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Plate 39, 40 and 41 – Game larder; large entrance (left) and details of various hooks hanging from ceiling (centre and right).
Against the east gable there is a small single storey lean-to shed which is of rubble walled construction to north and south but with wooden framing to the east, the latter relatively recent.  This had evidently latterly been a coal store.  It retains a slated roof.  Looking at the gable wall to the east, the point at which both pitches of roof have been raised is readily apparent.  Apart from the game larder window there are no other openings in the upslope side to the north.  
iii.
Interior

The interior has been modernised throughout.  One enters into a small vestibule containing a coat hanging area and then a hall within which runs to the back of the building.  Throughout the mouldings are simple, applied architraves with rounded corners.
There is a ground floor sitting room to west with a modern window to south and a fireplace of probably 1980s detailing of brickwork with black marble top to west wall, and a simple cavetto cornice above.  The walls are lined out with plasterboard throughout.  

On east side of hall is the kitchen, a modern fitted kitchen within, and a simple small cavetto cornice above.  Within the kitchen is a small under-stair cupboard.  The floor is of cream ceramic tiles.  All windows throughout are modern, double glazed, UPVC.  
The entrances to both main ground floor rooms contain modern 6 panelled doors.  On the north side of the kitchen at the north-east corner of the hall is a stair flight up, going in a straight flight, to the east, then angling up to the south.  All is simply plaster boarded throughout.  
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Plate 42, 43, 44 and 45 – Interior of the Bothy: ground floor kitchen (far left), living room (left), stair (right), upper landing (far right).
The stair rises up to a stair landing that occupies the central part of the upper level.  The doors off this lead to a large bedroom to the west with small cupboard at the south-west corner; a bathroom sits in the centre of the south side.  This is tiled up to the coombing and wall heads internally.  There is a storage cupboard on the east side of this at the head of the stairs, with double doors. Above the game larder at the east end of the building is a further small bedroom, all plaster boarded and simply detailed within.  All bathroom and bedroom doors are six panelled of modern stock detail and all upstairs spaces are plaster boarded throughout, as well as the coombing.  There is a solid-framed balustrade above the stair in the stair hall area upstairs.  The stair has simple wooden stair rails and is carpeted.  
This building over all is relatively narrow and seems to have been an ancillary to the large house, Glen Fyne Lodge, adjacent.
